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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to Oasis Academy Short Heaths Spring Term Safeguarding Newsletter. 
We are very proud to be issuing parents with a termly safeguarding newsletter to 
keep you informed of any issues. This will hopefully be a reminder of who you can go 
to if you have a problem and be a useful source of information in how the school 
keeps your children safe at school. If you have any concerns, or are interested in 
learning more about a particular issue, please let us know and we will try to publish 
the relevant information in the next newsletter. 

Parents/carers Responsibilities:  

Parents/carers are the most important people when keeping their children safe. You 
should always: 

o Feel confident to raise concerns about your child. 
o Talk to school if you need any support. 
o Read the school policies about safety issues. 
o Keep the school updated on your child’s medical conditions 
o Let the school know if there is a change in your circumstances, such as 

moving house, a new contact number, a change of name, a change of 
parental responsibility. 

o Ensure that you have provided school with two emergency contact numbers in 
addition to the parent. These can be friends, neighbours or family. 

o Let us know who will be dropping off or collecting your child. 
o Let us know if your child is going to be absent and the reasons why. 

What is safeguarding? 

Safeguarding is about protecting children, young 
people and adults at risk from abuse or neglect.  
It also means helping children to grow up into 
confident, healthy and happy adults.    

Most children enjoy generally happy childhood 
experiences within their own family. Unfortunately for some, this is not the case. 
During difficult family times, everyone who knows the child must do the best they can 
to protect them from future harm.    

You could be a neighbour, friend, relative, child-minder, teacher or doctor, or working 
for any organisation which has contact with children and young people. Protecting 
children is everyone’s responsibility.  

If you are concerned about a child, please do not wait for someone else to report it. 
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We have created a secure email address that you can send any safeguarding 
concerns you have privately SecureDSL@oasisshortheath.org alternatively please 
speak to the Safeguarding Team. You can also speak to the Phase Leaders if you 
have any behavioural concerns regarding your child. 

 

 

 

NSPCC  

Thank you to the parents / carers that recently 
attended the NSPCC Internet Safety Coffee 
morning. The NSPCC left us with important 
information on how to keep your children safe on-
line please ask at the office if you would like to know more. 

The NSPCC have developed a website to give parents important information about 
apps and websites that your children are using. It gives parents a rating of how safe 
these sites are and the age they should be to be signed up for them. Please use the 
link below for all you need to know. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs	Atwal														Mrs	Lee											Mr	Darnley																		Mrs	Tipper								Miss	Vernon										Mrs	Roche														Mrs	Dean			
						DSL																Deputy	DSL									Deputy	DSL														EYFS	Lead														KS1	Lead																LKS2	Lead														UKS2	Lead	

Speak Out Stay Safe 

All children in KS1 and KS2 attended a 
NSPCC assembly last term. The children 
were introduced to the definitions of abuse – 
physical, emotional, sexual and neglect. The 
assemblies were empowering and children 
were reminded of who they can talk to in and 
out of school. 

	https://net-
aware.org.uk/networks/#	
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PANTS – Nursery and Reception 

Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule. 
With the help of our friendly dinosaur Pantosaurus, talking 
PANTS is a simple way to teach your child how to stay 
safe from abuse. ... Talking to them about staying safe 
from sexual abuse is just as easy with our PANTS rules. 

Please visit the NSPCC website using the address below 
to access more information for parents. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-
children-safe/underwear-rule/ 

 

Local and National Issues 

County Lines— what is it? 

(Courtesy of WM Police) It is likely you will have heard 
the term ‘County Lines’ in the news over the last few 
months. This is a real and growing form of   criminal 
activity that exists nationally, regionally across the West 
Midlands.  

To explain, it is a term used to describe gangs and 
organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs from urban areas into 
rural areas. The leaders of these gangs are likely to exploit children and vulnerable 
adults, often without them realising it, to move (and store) drugs and money. They 
use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.   

There may be signs of a change in a young person’s behaviour such as: Returning 
home late, staying out all night or going missing, Being found in areas away from 
home, Increasing drug use, or being found to have large amounts of drugs on them  

Being secretive about who they are talking to and where they are going, Unexplained 
absences from school, college, training or work, Unexplained money, phones, 
clothes or jewellery, Increasingly disruptive or aggressive behaviour, Using sexual, 
drug-related or violent language you wouldn’t expect them to know, Coming home 
with injuries or looking particularly dishevelled. 

Schools and local police are working together to spot signs of exploitation and 
ensure young people are safe. If you know a child that may be at risk as described 
they will need support and police should be advised on 101 if you have any 
concerns.   
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https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ what-is-county-lines   
https://www.spurgeons.org/  

What is Child Sex Exploitation (CSE)?  

CSE is when a young person is coerced or forced to take part in sexual activity in 
return for some kind of payment, such as drugs, money, gifts or even protection and 
affection. This sexual activity does not have to be in person, it could be via 
technology in the form of images or videos. Young people do not give consent to 
being sexually exploited – it is a form of sexual abuse. 

There are many reasons why young people may not tell anyone they are being 
sexually exploited. They often do not recognise themselves as victims because of 
the grooming and manipulation they have experienced. They are often threatened 
with violence or physically hurt to maintain their silence. They are worried that they 
won’t be believed, or don’t know how to start to talk about what is happening to 
them, young people might feel shame or guilt or that they are somehow to blame for 
the abuse they have suffered  

CSE is a hidden crime that can affect any child, any time regardless of their gender, 
home life, religion or ethnic background. Offenders are not just adult males. Women 
can also commit acts of sexual exploitation, as can other children. It is important that 
we all know the signs to look out for and how to report concerns, so that together we 
can prevent CSE. 

Too much screen time? 

Research shows that nearly a quarter of parents 
struggle to get their children to unplug and take part in 
activities away from electronic devices. If you think that 
your child is spending too long on their screens it may 
be time to set limits. This may be difficult depending on 
the child’s age and how much of a free reign they have 
had previously. Be the parent - acknowledge that it’s 

your role to set the guidelines. 

Finally, thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter, we hope that you 
have found this information useful. 

 

 

	


