
 

 

  

  

 

 

What do you do to celebrate?  

Show us your traditions. Show us pictures of your decorations, if you have 

some.  

Draw or write your Christmas wish list.  

What toys do you have at home?  

How are these different to ones we have looked at in school 

from the past?  

Show us what you would wear now it is winter. 

  

 
Celebration  Gifts/Presents   

Tradition  Christianity  

Nativity   Judaism  

Jesus   Hannukah  

Mary and Joseph  Hinduism               Toys 

Decorations  Diwali                     Past/Present 

 

 

 

Sharing the story of The Nativity, Christmas, Hannukah and Rama and Sita. 

Discussing and exploring the traditions and celebrations of Christmas, Diwali and Hannukah that occur at this 

time of year. 

Performing a Christmas Story 

Decorating the classroom for Christmas 

Exploring gifts and toys from the past 

Writing letters to Santa and making Christmas Cards.  

 
 

Christmas is a Christian celebration it is celebrated each year on 25th December. Not everyone 
celebrates Christmas. Hanukah is a Jewish Celebration. Diwali was also celebrated in November.  

There are different traditions for celebrating each of these events although all involve decorations, 
gift giving and special foods. These celebrations happen during the season of winter, when the 
leaves have fallen from the trees and the weather begins to get much colder, with lots of rain and 
sometimes snow and ice.  

There are lots of ways people celebrate Christmas – this can include retelling the story of The 
Nativity, having turkey for Christmas dinner, decorating the house with a Christmas tree and giving 
and receiving gifts.  

Gifts have changed over the years and the toys children play with now are not all the same as they 

toys that children played with years ago.  

 

 

 We will be…

 Key Information  Things to do at home

How and Why do we 
celebrate Christmas? 

Has Christmas always 
looked like this? 

Does everyone 
celebrate Christmas?  

Christmas presents 
Then and Now 

 

 

Research Bonfire Night, Fireworks, Diwali, Hanukkah 

and Christmas 

Research different toys past and present 

Explore different toys around the world   

 

 Horizons 

 

 Key Texts 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

    



 

 

Mathematics 
 -Recites some numbers in sequence.  
· Uses some language of quantities, such as ‘more’ and ‘a lot’. 
· Knows that a group of things changes in quantity when something is added 

or taken away.  
· Begins to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’.  
·  Begins to use the language of size– height and length 
· Understands some talk about immediate past and future, e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ 

or ‘soon’. 
-Explore calendars, days and months of the year 

-Explore size and weight of gifts/bags 
-Create patterns on wrapping paper  

 

Expressive Arts and Design. 
Design and create cards for different occasions 

Design and create a new toy   

Santa’s workshop role play  

Use different tools and resources to create decorations 

to celebrate the different traditions   

Sing and dance to different songs from each tradition – 

how does our body move in different ways? 

Act out the stories and create a performance  

Van Gogh- ‘Starry night’ Bethlehem scene -painting 

impasto technique 

Sings familiar songs, to self and makes up simple songs. 

Joins in with dancing and ring games. 

Begins to move rhythmically and makes up rhythms. 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
· Shows affection and concern for people who are special to them. 
· Forms special friendships 
· Can select and use activities and resources , sometimes with help. 
· Welcomes and values praise for what they have done. 
· Tries to help or give comfort when others are distressed. 
-Think about the perspectives of others – listen to and discuss with other children  
- Share key events with others – what do you celebrate and how?  
-Circle time sharing images and artefacts from different religions and festivals  
-Circle time talking about how we look after toys in our setting and how they are 
different from the past 

  

Physical Development 
· · Walks, runs and jumps safely  

-Throws and kicks a ball 
-Begins to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools 
-Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles and lines. 
-Understands that equipment and tools have to be used safely. 
-Wrapping gifts  
-Decorating the environment or using tools to create our own decorations 
-Dances to different traditional music  
-Use the woodwork bench/creative areas to make our own toys 
-Plays with a variety of toys that use and move different muscles – small 
wind up toys, large bikes 

 Communication and Language 
-Uses the new vocabulary in context, encouraging whole 

sentences and more complex sentences to link thoughts (e.g., 
using and, because) 
-Retells key texts and traditional festival stories 
-Shares key events with others – how do you celebrate 
Christmas? Do we all celebrate the same things? 
-Circle time sharing images and artefacts from different 
religions and festivals  
-Circle time sharing images and artefacts (old toys and new 
toys) 
- Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes. 
-Identifies action words by pointing to the right picture, e.g., 
“Who’s jumping?” 
- Understands more complex sentences and Instructions, e.g. 
“Put the elves in a row and then count how many there are.” 
-Retells a simple past event in correct order 

Literacy 
-Listens to stories and non-fiction texts linked to the topic with 
increasing attention and recall. 
· Begins to be aware of the way stories are structured. 
-Stick puppets and story sacks to retell key texts and traditional stories -
Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the 
environment.  
· Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.  
· Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places.  
-Write a letter to Santa and use topic-based vocabulary 
-Label old and new toys 
-Write cards to special people 

Understanding of the World 
·  Learns that they have similarities and differences 

to others.  
-Comments and asks questions about their 
familiar world. 
-Operates mechanical toys, e.g., turns the knob 
on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a friction car.  
Explore real toys past and present – what gifts 
did people used to receive? How are the toys 
different? Sort them into old and new  
-Visitors to talk about their religion and traditions 
-Look at artefacts and objects from the different 
celebrations 
-Visit different places of worship  
Where can you buy toys? 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


